[MP name]
Member of Parliament for [Constituency]
House of Commons
London 
SW1A 0AA
[Date]
Dear [MP name],
My name is [Your name] and I live in your constituency. I am writing because I am very concerned about the damage the illegal tobacco trade is doing to our community and to other communities around the UK.
These concerns are shared by people in the area. A recent surveyi found that 85% of people surveyed in Newcastle and surrounding areas are concerned about an increase in crime and violence in their local community due to illegal tobacco and 81% believe politicians aren’t doing enough to tackle illegal tobacco trading.
Illegal tobacco cost the UK over £1.7bnii last year in lost tax revenue - £28.2 billion in total since 2010iii - with this money funding serious organised crime groups instead of local services. This is not a victimless crime - the illegal tobacco trade is destroying the livelihoods of honest shopkeepers, who are unable and unwilling to compete with criminals. 
These serious organised crime groups don’t just deal in tobacco products. They also smuggle drugs and weapons and undertake human trafficking. The money these criminals make from selling illegal tobacco is laundered and taken out of the UK and used to fund more crime, more fraud, and in some cases finances terrorist activityiv. 
Reports of illegal tobacco to HMRC are increasing year on yearv, and I would urge you to advocate for Government to do more to tackle the problem. Supporting tougher enforcement, (including the full use of penalties for repeat offenders), ensuring better funding for Trading Standards, and pushing for better cross-border controls to tackle serious organised crime groups are all part of the solution to this growing problem. 
As my local MP, I would be grateful if you could outline how you intend to address this important issue on my behalf.
I look forward to hearing from you.
Yours faithfully,
[Your Name]

[i] This data is based on an online survey that was conducted for JTI UK by an independent British Polling Council accredited research agency between January 7 and January 29, 2026, involving a sample of 15,228 UK adults aged 19 and over. To ensure the findings are representative of the UK general population, the data was weighted by age, gender and region. The data for Newcastle and surrounding areas was collected from 144 adults living in the ITL3 classified Tyneside area, the ITL3 region in which Newcastle upon Tyne, North Tyneside, South Tyneside and Gateshead are located.
[ii] £1.7bn figure based on HMRC's tax gap estimates for Excise Duty and VAT losses 2024 - 2025. Measuring_tax_gap_online_tables_2026.xlsx (select the table for 2026 and go to table 3.4. See lines 8 and 9 combined for 2024-2025).
[iii] Measuring tax gaps 2026 edition: tax gap estimates for 2024 to 2025. HM Revenue & Customs
[iv] HM Revenue & Customs & Border Force. (2024, January 29). Stubbing out the problem: A new strategy to tackle illicit tobacco. GOV.UK. Updated March 1, 2024.
[v] UK Parliament. (2025, May 21). Written question UIN 51940: HMRC Fraud Reporting Gateway for alcoholic drinks and illegal tobacco. https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-05-13/51940

